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The Penguin Book Of Myths And Legends Of
Ancient Egypt
The figures and events of classical myths underpin our culture and the
constellations named after them fill the night sky. Whether it’s the raging
Minotaur trapped in the Cretan labyrinth or the twelve labours of Hercules,
Aphrodite’s birth from the waves or Zeus visiting Danae as a shower of gold, the
mythology of Greece and Rome is full of unforgettable stories. All the stories of
the Greek tragedies – Oedipus, Medea, Antigone – are there; all the events of the
Trojan wars and of Odysseus and Aeneas’ epic journeys; the founding of Athens
and of Rome... These are the strangest tales of love, war, betrayal and heroism
ever told and, while brilliantly retelling them, this book shows how they echo
through the works of much later writers from Chaucer and Shakespeare to
Camus and Ted Hughes. Full of attractive illustrations and laid out in eighteen
clear chapters (the titles include ‘Dangerous Women’ and ‘Heroes’), Dr
Jennifer March has written a fascinating guide to the myths of classical
civilization that is as readable as a novel.
These Tales Of Hindu Gods And Demons Express In Vivid Symbols The
Metaphysical Insights Of Ancient Indian Priests And Poets. This Selection And
Translation Of Seventy-Five Seminal Myths Spans The Wide Range Of Classical
Indian Sources, From The Serpent-Slaying Indra Of The Vedas (C. 1200 Bc) To
The Medieval Pantheon&Mdash;The Phallic And Ascetic Siva, The Maternal And
Bloodthirsty Goddess, The Mischievous Child Krishna, The Other Avatars Of
Vishnu, And The Many Minor Gods, Demons, Rivers And Animals Sacred To
Hinduism. The Traditional Themes Of Life And Death Are Set Forth And
Interwoven With Many Complex Variations Which Give A Kaleidoscopic Picture
Of The Development Of Almost Three Thousand Years Of Indian Mythology.
&Nbsp;
In a land of ice, great warriors search for glory... When a dragon threatens the
people of the north, only one man can destroy the fearsome beast. Elsewhere, a
mighty leader gathers a court of champions, including a noble warrior under a
terrible curse. The Earth's creation is described; tales of the gods and evil Frost
Giants are related; and the dark days of Ragnarok foretold. Journey into a realm
of legend, where heroes from an ancient age do battle with savage monsters,
and every man must live or die by the sword ...
THE DEFINITIVE AND COMPREHENSIVE RETELLING OF NORSE
MYTHOLOGY 'Burning ice, biting flame; that is how life began' The extraordinary
Scandinavian myth cycle is one of the most enduring, exciting, dramatic and
compelling of the world's great stories. The Penguin Book of the Norse Myths
compellingly retells these stories for the modern reader, taking us from the
creation of the world through the building of Asgard's Wall to the end in
Ragnarok. You'll discover how Thor got his hammer and how Odin lost his eye,
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the terrible price of binding the wolf Fenrir and why Loki the Trickster can never
be trusted. The Norse myths are as thrilling to read as they are of vast cultural
and historical importance. In this gripping book, discover the passion, cruelty and
heroism of these unforgettable stories. 'An excellent introduction to Norse
Mythology' Amazon Review 'Extremely well written, highly engaging and
entertaining' Amazon Review 'Viking myths and legends written in a humorous
and enlightening way' Amazon Review
Dive into centuries of mermaid lore with these captivating tales from around the
world. A Penguin Classic Among the oldest and most popular mythical beings,
mermaids and other merfolk have captured the imagination since long before
Ariel sold her voice to a sea witch in the beloved Disney film adaptation of Hans
Christian Andersen's "The Little Mermaid." As far back as the eighth century
B.C., sailors in Homer's Odyssey stuffed wax in their ears to resist the Sirens,
who lured men to their watery deaths with song. More than two thousand years
later, the gullible New York public lined up to witness a mummified "mermaid"
specimen that the enterprising showman P. T. Barnum swore was real. The
Penguin Book of Mermaids is a treasury of such tales about merfolk and water
spirits from different cultures, ranging from Scottish selkies to Hindu waterserpents to Chilean sea fairies. A third of the selections are published here in
English for the first time, and all are accompanied by commentary that explores
their undercurrents, showing us how public perceptions of this popular mythical
hybrid--at once a human and a fish--illuminate issues of gender, spirituality,
ecology, and sexuality.
This beautifully illustrated book offers the most readable collection of myths on
the market, perfect for readers diving into the current popularity of folklore and
mythology. Handpicked from various cultures and eras, this gorgeous gift edition
takes you on a journey across the globe with over 240 enthralling myths. In this
beautifully illustrated gift edition, you’ll discover more than 240 mythological tales
from around the world, featuring gods, heroes, princesses, villains, magicians
and monsters, as well as animals with extraordinary powers. Let this collection
guide you through stories from every corner of the globe, from ancient Egypt,
Greece and Rome through the Vikings to the Slavic East, Japan and China and
the Americas. Each culture is rich in folklore and magical tales, and this book
offers a fascinating introduction to them all. This is a radical collection of stories,
filled with voltage. Whether ninety or nine, there’s something in these tales that
wants to speak directly to you. From tales of creation and the first humans to
apocalyptic battles at the end of time, explore the most thrilling tales in all
mythology: thunder god Thor losing his hammer, Theseus callously abandoning
Ariadne after defeating the Minotaur, Hindu god Shiva destroying his rival Kama
with a blast of flame, Egyptian goddess Isis forcing the sun god to reveal his
name … and much more.
Discover Myth "There's no one quite like Joseph Campbell. He knows the vast
sweep of man's panoramic past as few men have ever known it." --The Village
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Voice Joseph Campbell famously compared mythology to a kangaroo pouch for
the human mind and spirit: "a womb with a view." In Myths to Live By, he
examines all of the ways in which myth supports and guides us, giving our lives
meaning. Love and war, science and religion, East and West, inner space and
outer space — Campbell shows how the myths we live by can reconcile all of
these pairs of opposites and bring a sense of the whole. This classic has been
newly illustrated and annotated in its first new edition since its original
publication, which also marks the first ebook in the Collected Works of Joseph
Campbell series. In the tradition of The Power of Myth and Pathways to Bliss,
Myths to Live By remains one of Joseph Campbell's most enduring, popular, and
accessible works.
"Belcher's volume contains a much needed and extremely well-integrated
overview and discussion of a vast inter-related West African culture complex that
deserves and requires the kind of original, insightful treatment it receives here."
—David Conrad Epic Traditions of Africa crosses boundaries of language,
distance, and time to gather material from diverse African oral epic traditions.
Stephen Belcher explores the rich past and poetic force of African epics and
places them in historical and social, as well as artistic contexts. Colorful
narratives from Central and West African traditions are illuminated along with
texts that are more widely available to Western readers—the Mande Sunjata and
the Bamana Segou. Belcher also takes up questions about European influences
on African epic poetry and the possibility of mutual influence through out the
genre. This lively and informative volume will inspire an appreciation for the
distinctive qualities of this uniquely African form of verbal art.
This collection brings together all of W. B. Yeats’s published prose writings on Irish
folklore, legend and myth, with pieces on subjects including ghosts, kidnappers, fairies,
ancient tribes, precious stones and Gaelic love songs. Through his researches on Irish
folklore, Yeats attempted to create a movement in literature that was enriched by and
rooted in a vital native tradition. In this volume Yeats’s essays, introductions and
sketches are presented chronologically, giving a clear picture of how his analysis
developed, increasing in its depth and complexity in his quest to create an Ireland of the
imagination.
An intriguing exploration of the enduring significance of the world's great myths--from
the dawn of time to the present day As ancient as speech, as essential as law, myths
are the stories we tell to find our identity in the cosmos. It is through mythology that we
attempt to unravel not only the meaning of our actions and impulses but the
significance of human existence itself. Now in Living Myths, classical scholar J. F.
Bierlein explores the enduring patterns and messages of myths from every culture.
Myths, writes Bierlein, are "the eternal mirror in which we see ourselves." Living Myths
delves behind the mirror and brings to light the imperishable and transcendent forces
common to the myths of the world. Juxtaposing myths of fathers and sons--the Greek
myth of Athamas and Phrixus, the biblical story of Abraham and Isaac, the Algonquin
tale of Grandfather, Father, and Son--Bierlein uncovers essential lessons about human
nature and divine will. In the Indian story of Nala and Damayanti, the Greek legends of
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Aphrodite, and the haunting Irish tale of Etain, Bierlein examines the transforming
mystery of romantic love. Here too are tales of the world's great heroes--the Greek
Theseus, the Irish Cuchulainn, and the Mexican Quetzalcoatl--and their common desire
to break through the masks of appearances. Steeped in wisdom, brimming with insights
into human nature and behavior, Living Myths is a luminous exploration of the meaning
of mythology through the ages and today in each of our lives.
A unique collection of original essays by 21 of the world's leading linguists. The topics
discussed focus on some of the most popular myths about language: The Media Are
Ruining English; Children Can't Speak or Write Properly Anymore; America is Ruining
the English Language. The tone is lively and entertaining throughout and there are
cartoons from Doonesbury andThe Wizard of Id to illustrate some of the points. The
book should have a wide readership not only amongst students who want to read
leading linguists writing about popular misconceptions but also amongst the large
number of people who enjoy reading about language in general.
"First published as an Oxford world's classics paperback, 2015."--Verso of title page.
Presents a collection of Greek mythology with classic tales about the creation, the
residents of Olympia, and mythical heroes and heroines.
11 carefully chosen stories provide a revealing glimpse into the lives and culture of the
ancient Egyptians. Intended for a general reading public as well as serious students of
Egyptology.
First written down in the eighth century AD, these early Irish stories depict a far older
world - part myth, part legend and part history. Rich with magic and achingly beautiful,
they speak of a land of heroic battles, intense love and warrior ideals, in which the
otherworld is explored and men mingle freely with the gods. From the vivid adventures
of the great Celtic hero Cu Chulaind, to the stunning 'Exile of the Sons of Uisliu' - a tale
of treachery, honour and romance - these are masterpieces of passion and vitality, and
form the foundation for the Irish literary tradition: a mythic legacy that was a powerful
influence on the work of Yeats, Synge and Joyce.
From one of today’s foremost scholars, a lively retelling of the timeless tales… Here are
the myths that have influenced so much of our cultural heritage. Such age-old stories
as the tragic love of Orpheus and Eurydice or Demeter’s loss of her daughter,
Persephone, resonate strongly with readers even today. In this book the rousing
adventures of the heroes Herakles, Theseus, and Perseus are intertwined with the
tragedies of immortal Prometheus and mortal Oedipus, the amorous escapades of
Zeus, the trickery of Hermes, and the ecstasy of Dionysus. In-depth introductions to
each section deepen your understanding of the myths—and heighten your reading
pleasure. Presented in simple yet elegant prose, these tales emerge in brilliant new life.
From the creation battle of the gods and Titans to Odysseus’ return home from the
Trojan War, this indispensable volume contains fifty-six legendary stories—handed down
from generations past—that will continue to captivate readers for generations to come.

'A revelation' Sunday Times, Books of the Year 2018 The first Penguin anthology
of Japanese haiku, in vivid new translations by Adam L. Kern. Now a global
poetry, the haiku was originally a Japanese verse form that flourished from the
sixteenth to nineteenth centuries. Although renowned for its brevity, usually
running three lines long in seventeen syllables, and by its use of natural imagery
to make Zen-like observations about reality, in fact the haiku is much more: it can
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be erotic, funny, crude and mischievous. Presenting over a thousand exemplars
in vivid and engaging translations, this anthology offers an illuminating
introduction to this widely celebrated, if misunderstood, art form. Adam L. Kern's
new translations are accompanied here by the original Japanese and short
commentaries on the poems, as well as an introduction and illustrations from the
period.
The walking dead from 15 centuries haunt this compendium of ghostly visitations
through the ages, exploring the history of our fascination with zombies and other
restless souls. Since ancient times, accounts of supernatural activity have
mystified us. Ghost stories as we know them did not develop until the late
nineteenth century, but the restless dead haunted the premodern imagination in
many forms, as recorded in historical narratives, theological texts, and personal
letters. The Penguin Book of the Undead teems with roving hordes of dead
warriors, corpses trailed by packs of barking dogs, moaning phantoms haunting
deserted ruins, evil spirits emerging from burning carcasses in the form of crows,
and zombies with pestilential breath. Spanning from the Hebrew scriptures to the
Roman Empire, the Scandinavian sagas to medieval Europe, the Protestant
Reformation to the Renaissance, this beguiling array of accounts charts our
relationship with spirits and apparitions, wraiths and demons over fifteen hundred
years, showing the evolution in our thinking about the ability of dead souls to
return to the realm of the living—and to warn us about what awaits us in the
afterlife. For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of
classic literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles,
Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout
history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide
authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars
and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning
translators.
This exciting new collection celebrates the richness and variety of the Spanish
short story, from the nineteenth century to the present day. Featuring over fifty
stories selected by revered translator Margaret Jull Costa, it blends old favourites
and hidden gems - many of which have never before been translated into English
- and introduces readers to surprising new voices as well as giants of Spanish
literary culture, from Emilia Pardo Bazán and Leopoldo Alas, through Mercè
Rodoreda and Manuel Rivas, to Ana Maria Matute and Javier Marías. Brimming
with romance, horror, history, farce, strangeness and beauty, and showcasing
alluring hairdressers, war defectors, vampiric mothers, and talismanic mandrake
roots, the daring and entertaining assortment of tales in The Penguin Book of
Spanish Short Stories will be a treasure trove for readers.
Gathering a wide range of traditional African myths, this compelling new
collection offers tales of heroes battling mighty serpents and monstrous birds,
brutal family conflict and vengeance, and desperate migrations across vast and
alien lands. From impassioned descriptions of animal-creators to dramatic stories
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of communities forced to flee monstrous crocodiles, all the narratives found here
concern origins - whether of the universe, peoples or families. Together, they
create a kaleidoscopic picture of the rich and varied oral traditions that have
shaped the culture and society of successive generations of Africans for
thousands of years, throughout the long struggle to survive and explore this
massive and environmentally diverse continent.
Enter the world of myths and legends with this unforgettable compendium that
spans the centuries and crosses the continents to share the greatest stories of all
time. Sit back and enjoy more than 80 classic myths retold for the modern reader
with engaging text and eye-catching graphics. Part of the Big Ideas series, The
Mythology Book introduces the great and the good, from the gods of ancient
Greece to the stories of the Cherokee People of North America. Going beyond
the ancient worlds, this book brings to life influential tales of Aboriginal
Australians and the Aztecs, each packed with compelling characters, plot twists
and turns, and incredible insight into human existence. Discover the lessons
behind every story and get to the heart of cultures far and wide through the
inspiring narratives that capture the way communities work together to make
sense of the world around them. This is essential reading for everyone who
delights in stories of imagination, action, and adventure, taking new generations
back in time to love and learn from the stories of the past.
The perfect gift this Christmas season: a generous selection of some of the
greatest festive stories of all time This is a collection of the most magical, moving,
chilling and surprising Christmas stories from around the world, taking us from
frozen Nordic woods to glittering Paris, a New York speakeasy to an English
country house, bustling Lagos to midnight mass in Rio, and even outer space.
Here are classic tales from writers including Truman Capote, Shirley Jackson,
Dylan Thomas, Saki and Chekhov, as well as little-known treasures such as Italo
Calvino's wry sideways look at Christmas consumerism, Wolfdietrich Schnurre's
story of festive ingenuity in Berlin, Selma Lagerlof's enchanted forest in Sweden,
and Irène Nemerovsky's dark family portrait. Featuring santas, ghosts, trolls,
unexpected guests, curmudgeons and miracles, here is Christmas as imagined
by some of the greatest short story writers of all time.
'The stories here will provoke, delight and impress. Joost Zwagerman's selection
forms a fascinating guidebook to a landscape you'll surely want to wander in
again.' Clare Lowden, TLS 'There is a lot of northern European melancholy in the
collection, though often tinged with wry humour...an excellent book' Jonathan
Gibbs, Minor Literatures 'We were kids - but good kids. If I may say so myself.
We're much smarter now, so smart it's pathetic. Except for Bavink, who went
crazy' A husband forms gruesome plans for his new fridge; a government
employee has a haunting experience on his commute home; prisoners serve as
entertainment for wealthy party guests; an army officer suffers a monstrous
tropical illness. These short stories contain some of the most groundbreaking and
innovative writing in Dutch literature from 1915 to the present day, with most
Page 6/10

Online Library The Penguin Book Of Myths And Legends Of Ancient Egypt
pieces appearing here in English for the first time. Blending unforgettable
snapshots of the realities of everyday life with surrealism, fantasy and
subversion, this collection shows Dutch writing to be an integral part of world
literary history. Joost Zwagerman (1963-2015) was a novelist, poet, essayist and
editor of several anthologies. He started his career as a writer with bestselling
novels, describing the atmosphere of the 1980s and 1990s, such as
Gimmick!(1988) and False Light (1991). In later years, he concentrated on writing
essays - notably on pop culture and visual arts - and poetry. Suicide was the
theme of the novel Six Stars (2002). He took his own life just after having
published a new collection of essays on art, The Museum of Light.
Presents a collection of the world's most popular myths divided into such
categories as creation, fertility and cultivation, gods and people, and visions of
the end, and accompanied by historical information.
The stories in The Big Book of World Mythology will take you on a magical journey across the
rainbow, chasing fairies, fighting serpents, riding dragons and reaching for the sun. These tales
from the Americas, Asia, Europe, Egypt, Africa and Oceania will introduce you to Great Spirits,
shape-shifting trickster heroes, monsters, giants and wicked witches and a beautiful girl who
may suddenly turn into a river or a tree, a seal or even just an echo! Go an adventure with
monkey, spider and serpent gods who make you laugh and learn life’s small and great
lessons. Beautifully illustrated, this book offers young readers one of the accessible guides to
the world’s imagination!
"From the Bible through Dante and up to Treblinka and Guantánamo Bay, here is a rich source
for nightmares." --The New York Times Book Review Three thousand years of visions of Hell,
from the ancient Near East to modern America From the Hebrew Bible's shadowy realm of
Sheol to twenty-first-century visions of Hell on earth, The Penguin Book of Hell takes us
through three thousand years of eternal damnation. Along the way, you'll take a ferry ride with
Aeneas to Hades, across the river Acheron; meet the Devil as imagined by a twelfth-century
Irish monk--a monster with a thousand giant hands; wander the nine circles of Hell in Dante's
Inferno, in which gluttons, liars, heretics, murderers, and hypocrites are made to endure crimeappropriate torture; and witness the debates that raged in Victorian England when new
scientific advances cast doubt on the idea of an eternal hereafter. Drawing upon religious
poetry, epics, theological treatises, stories of miracles, and accounts of saints' lives, this
fascinating volume of hellscapes illuminates how Hell has long haunted us, in both life and
death.
Why, with absolutely no idea what Brexit actually meant, did the UK vote for Brexit? Why,
rather than vote for the best-qualified candidate ever to stand as US President, did voters opt
for a reality TV star with no political experience? In both cases, the winning side promised
change and offered hope. They told a story voters longed to hear. And in the absence of
greater, more unifying narratives, then true or not, voters plumped for the best story available.
Once upon a time our society was rich in stories. They brought us together and helped us to
understand the world and ourselves. We called them myths. Today, we have a myth gap – a
vacuum that Alex Evans argues powerfully and persuasively is both dangerous and an
opportunity. In this time of global crisis and transition– mass migration, inequality, resource
scarcity, and climate change - It is stories, rather than facts and pie-charts,that will animate us
and bring us together. It is by finding new myths, those that speak to us of renewal and
restoration, that we will navigate our way to a better future. Drawing on his first-hand
experience as a political adviser within British government and at the United Nations, and
examining the history of climate change campaigning and recent contests such as Brexit and
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the US presidential election, Alex Evans explores: *how tomorrow’s activists are using
narratives for change, * how modern stories have been used and abused, * where we might
find the right myths that will take us forward
Presents a controversial history of violence which argues that today's world is the most
peaceful time in human existence, drawing on psychological insights into intrinsic values that
are causing people to condemn violence as an acceptable measure.
The bestselling author of The How of Happiness reveals how to find opportunity in life’s
thorniest moments Focusing on life’s biggest, messiest moments, Sonja Lyubomirsky provides
readers with the clear-eyed vision they need to build the healthiest, most satisfying life.
Lyubomirsky argues that we have been given false promises—myths that assure us that lifelong
happiness will be attained once we hit the culturally confirmed markers of adult success. This
black-and-white vision of happiness works to discourage us from recognizing the upside of any
negative and limits our potential for personal growth. A corrective course on happiness and a
call to regard life’s twists and turns with a more open mind, The Myths of Happiness shares
practical lessons that prove we are more adaptable than we think we are. It empowers readers
to look beyond their first response, sharing scientific evidence that often it is our mindset—not
our circumstances—that matters most.
Recorded in sacred Sanskrit texts, including the Rig Veda and the Mahabharata, Hindu Myths
are thought to date back as far as the tenth century BCE. Here in these seventy-five seminal
myths are the many incarnations of Vishnu, who saves mankind from destruction, and the
mischievous child Krishna, alongside stories of the minor gods, demons, rivers and animals
including boars, buffalo, serpents and monkeys. Immensely varied and bursting with colour
and life, they demonstrate the Hindu belief in the limitless possibilities of the world - from the
teeming miracles of creation to the origins of the incarnation of Death who eventually touches
them all.
Brief entries describe the characters, legends, and events of Greek and Roman mythology.
An introduction to the gods and goddesses of ancient Greece.

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the
United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you
may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a
copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is
important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the
public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been proofread and
republished using a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with
text in an easy-to-read typeface. We appreciate your support of the preservation
process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and
relevant.
This collection contains more than 30 enthralling new retellings of favorite myths as well
as some you might not have heard before! Including Theseus and the Minotaur, The
Twelve Labors of Heracles, and the escapades of Jason and the Argonauts, each myth
is told in engaging modern language, which is easy for children to understand yet still
retains the humor and intrigue of the original tales. Stunning illustrations by multi-award
winning artist Katie Ponder breathe new life into each classic story. Additional feature
pages delve deeper into the mythical world, providing profiles of the gods. The
reference section provides key background information, such as Ancient Greek
storytelling and the incredible beasts of the myths, and a pronunciation guide. Greek
Myths is the perfect gift, featuring foil on the cover and beautiful illustrations throughout.
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Children will love exploring the tales by themselves or as bedtime stories. It will be
treasured forever.
Fifty leading writers retell myths from around the world in this dazzling follow-up to the
bestselling My Mother She Killed Me, My Father He Ate Me. Icarus flies once more.
Aztec jaguar gods again stalk the earth. An American soldier designs a new kind of
Trojan horse—his cremains in a bullet. Here, in beguiling guise, are your favorite
mythological figures alongside characters from Indian, Punjabi, Inuit, and other
traditions. Aimee Bender retells the myth of the Titans. Elizabeth McCracken retells the
myth of Lamia, the child-eating mistress of Zeus. Madeline Miller retells the myth of
Galatea. Kevin Wilson retells the myth of Phaeton, from Ovid’s Metamorphoses. Emma
Straub and Peter Straub retell the myth of Persephone. Heidi Julavits retells the myth of
Orpheus and Euridice. Ron Currie, Jr. retells the myth of Dedalus. Maile Meloy retells
the myth of Demeter. Zachary Mason retells the myth of Narcissus. Joy Williams retells
the myth of Argos, Odysseus’ dog. If “xo” signals a goodbye, then xo Orpheus is a
goodbye to an old way of mythmaking. Featuring talkative goats, a cat lady, a bird
woman, a beer-drinking ogre, a squid who falls in love with the sun, and a girl who
gives birth to cubs, here are extravagantly imagined, bracingly contemporary stories,
heralding a new beginning for one of the world’s oldest literary traditions.
“Unusually accessible and useful . . . An eye-opener to readers into the universality and
importance of myth in human history and culture.”—William E. Paden, Chair,
Department of Religion, University of Vermont For as long as human beings have had
language, they have had myths. Mythology is our earliest form of literary expression
and the foundation of all history and morality. Now, in Parallel Myths, classical scholar
J. F. Bierlein gathers the key myths from all of the world's major traditions and reveals
their common themes, images, and meanings. Parallel Myths introduces us to the star
players in the world's great myths—not only the twelve Olympians of Greek mythology,
but the stern Norse Pantheon, the mysterious gods of India, the Egyptian Ennead, and
the powerful deities of Native Americans, the Chinese, and the various cultures of
Africa and Oceania. Juxtaposing the most potent stories and symbols from each
tradition, Bierlein explores the parallels in such key topics as creation myths, flood
myths, tales of love, morality myths, underworld myths, and visions of the Apocalypse.
Drawing on the work of Joseph Campbell, Mircea Eliade, Carl Jung, Karl Jaspers,
Claude Lévi-Strauss, and others, Bierlein also contemplates what myths mean, how to
identify and interpret the parallels in myths, and how mythology has influenced
twentieth-century psychology, philosophy, anthropology, and literary studies. “A firstclass introduction to mythology . . . Written with great clarity and sensitivity.”—John G.
Selby, Associate Professor, Roanoke College
"Discover Norse mythology through the enthralling exploits of all-powerful Odin, mighty
Thor, and the trickster Loki."--Front jacket flap.
From Herodotus to The Mummy, Western civilization has long been fascinated with the
exotic myths and legends of Ancient Egypt but they have often been misunderstood.
Here acclaimed Egyptologist Joyce Tyldesley guides us through 3000 years of
changing stories and, in retelling them, shows us what they mean. Gathered from
pyramid friezes, archaological finds and contemporary documents, these vivid and
strange stories explain everything from why the Nile flooded every year to their beliefs
about what exactly happened after death and shed fascinating light on what life was like
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for both rich and poor. Lavishly illustrated with colour pictures, maps and family trees,
helpful glossaries explaining all the major gods and timelines of the Pharoahs and most
importantly packed with unforgettable stories, this book offers the perfect introduction to
Egyptian history and civilization.
Two thousand years of legend and lore about the menace and majesty of dragons,
which have breathed fire into our imaginations from ancient Rome to Game of Thrones
A Penguin Classic The most popular mythological creature in the human imagination,
dragons have provoked fear and fascination for their lethal venom and crushing coils,
and as avatars of the Antichrist, servants of Satan, couriers of the damned to Hell,
portents of disaster, and harbingers of the last days. Here are accounts spanning
millennia and continents of these monsters that mark the boundary between the known
and the unknown, including: their origins in the deserts of Africa; their struggles with
their mortal enemies, elephants, in the jungles of South Asia; their fear of lightning; the
world’s first dragon slayer, in an ancient collection of Sanskrit hymns; the colossal sea
monster Leviathan; the seven-headed “great red dragon” of the Book of Revelation;
the Loch Ness monster; the dragon in Beowulf, who inspired Smaug in Tolkien’s The
Hobbit; the dragons in the prophecies of the wizard Merlin; a dragon saved from a
centipede in Japan who gifts his human savior a magical bag of rice; the supernatural
feathered serpent of ancient Mesoamerica; and a flatulent dragon the size of the Trojan
Horse. From the dark halls of the Lonely Mountain to the blue skies of Westeros, we
expect dragons to be gigantic, reptilian predators with massive, bat-like wings, who
wreak havoc defending the gold they have hoarded in the deep places of the earth. But
dragons are full of surprises, as is this book.
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